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The pandemic and the return from the pandemic have presented us with many issues and opportunities 
to explore new music. Playing a flex arrangement is really like playing chamber music.

Flex Arrangements are being developed at a rapid pace and are providing much needed help for many 
of us.

Flex Arrangements seem to fall into three categories, Quartet, Quintet, and Sextet. You’ll want to hear all 
of the parts so give thought to what instrument combinations you want to hear with each part.

I’ve found that many arrangements have a few problems with the “translation” from full ensemble to 
the flex format. There are times when instrument ranges don’t work well and must be adjusted. Some 
arrangers seem more thoughtful than others.

With Flex Arrangements you become the orchestrator. Based on your instrumentation and strengths in 
your individual band, you’ll need to make critical decisions. Often, it’s trial and error, but keep working 
until you find what works.

Consider what instruments work well together. Like great composers do when they’re orchestrating their 
pieces, they consider the sound they’d like to hear.

Let’s consider the quintet, or SSATB.
Part 1 soprano voice: Flute, Clarinet, Oboe, Trumpet.
Part 2 soprano voice: Flute, Clarinet, Oboe, Trumpet.
Part 3 alto voice: Clarinet, Trumpet, Alto Sax, Horn.
Part 4 tenor voice: Trombone, Euphonium, Tenor Sax, Bassoon.
Part 5 bass voice: Tuba, Euphonium, Trombone, Bassoon, Bass Clarinet, Bari Sax, Double Bass.

What instruments sound good together?
Part 1: Flute and Clarinet are always a good sound.
Part 2: Flute and Clarinet are always a good sound, and if you have one oboist this could be a good part 
for them.
Part 3: Horn and Alto work well here, but clarinet and trumpet (flugel horn) are nice additions.
Part 4: Trombone, Euphonium, Tenor Sax, Bassoon, any combination of these work well
Part 5: Tuba, Euphonium, Trombone, Bassoon, Bass Clarinet, Bari Sax, Double Bass, any combination of 
these work well.

With some of our flex arrangements we have created parts that weren’t published with the arrangement. 
In our case, someone usually gets on Sibelius and writes out a part and transposes it for the part we 
need.

The mistake I first made was placing all of the flutes on part one followed by all the clarinets on part two, 
etc. I struggled with getting a good sound from the band until I decided to become an orchestrator. In 
flex arrangements I have made I included flute and clarinet on parts 3 and 4.

How to Make the Best of Your Smaller Ensembles 
Using Flex Arrangements



Here are some pieces from which we’ll play examples:

A Little Tango Music (sextet)..............................................................................................................Adam Gorb

Allerseelen - All Souls Day (sextet.................................................................Richard Straus, Arr. MJ Wamhoff

Arabian Dances (quintet)............................................................................................................Brian Balmages

Aria (quartet).........................................................................................................................  Emma Lou Diemer

At Morning’s First Light (sextet)...........................................................................................David R. Gillingham

Ave Maria (quintet).....................................................................................Steven G. Martin, Arr. MJ Wamhoff

Deus Ex Machina (quintet)....................................................................................................Randall Standridge

Earth Song (quintet)..........................................................................................................................Frank Ticheli

Evening Song (sextet)............................................................................Josef Rheinberger, Arr. Shelly Hanson

Flourishes! (quintet)......................................................................................................................William Owens

Havana Nights (quintet)........................................................................................................Randall Standridge

Lincolnshire Posy (quintet)....................................................................Percy Granger, Arr. Michael Sweeney

March of the Belgian Paratroopers (quintet)....................................... Pierre Leemans, Arr. Michael Brown

Nimrod (quintet)..................................................................................................Edward Elgar, Arr. Jay Bocook

Oppositional Elements (quartet).................................................................................................. Leslie Gilreath

Quintet No. 1 Op. 5 (quintet).............................................................................Victor Ewald, Arr. MJ Wamhoff
I . Moderato
II . Adagio
III . Allegro Moderato

Salvation is Created (quintet)...............................................................Pavel Chesnokov, Arr. Michael Brown

Serenade Op. 22 (sextet)........................................................................ Derek Bourgeois, Arr. Michael Brand

Takin’ It Easy (sextet)................................................................................................................Bruce Broughton

Three Ostinatos (sextet) .....................................................................................................................Roger Zare
I . Clockwork
II . Song
III . Celebration
Vesuvius (quintet).............................................................................................................................Frank Ticheli



I’ve provided some publisher information below. Your music source may have excellent search  
engines but I was not able to find all of these arrangements without a deep dive into some of the  
publisher’s web sites.

Publishers with Flex Arrangements
Manhattan Beach Music - https://www.manhattanbeachmusiconline.com/frank_ticheli/index.
html

Limited number of flex arrangements.

Hal Leonard - https://www.halleonard.com Search Flex-Band

A lot of pop-music option.

Deterling Music. - https://www.iandeterling.com/arrangements

Quite a few excellent arrangements

GPG Music Publishing - https://www.gpgmusic.com/

GPG will arrange pieces from their catalog for flex ensemble upon request.

Murphy Music Press. - http://www.murphymusicpress.com/

FJH Music Company. - https://www.fjhmusic.com/index.htm

CJW Music House. - https://www.cwjmusichouse.com/

Limited number of easy arrangements

Boosey & Hawkes. - https://www.boosey.com/

Paul Barker Music. - https://paulbarkermusic.com/search?q=Flex

Kevin Day Music. - https://www.kevindaymusic.com/

C. Allen Publications. - https://c-alanpublications.com/band/flexible/

Randall Standridge Music, LLC. - https://randallstandridge.com/flex-band/

Chamber Ensemble Publishers:
Ensemble Music Publishers - http://enspub.com/

Western International Music Inc. - http://wiminc.com/catinstrument/catinstrument01.html

Resources:
jwpepper.com: Enter Flex into the search bar and more than 300 arrangements appear.

This is certainly not an exhaustive list but it’s a start. All of the sites noted above give you access to all 
of their flex arrangements.
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Quartet

Part 1
Aolani Sanchez - flute
Jazlyn Salgado - flute
Aalliiee Costa - clarinet
Ryan Clanton - clarinet

Part 2
Victor Lozano - flute
Adrianna Quinones - flute
Reyn Sunga - flute
Justine Louie - clarinet
Shane Gardner - clarinet
Andrea Rivera - clarinet

Part 3
Raquel Reginato - clarinet
Zephaniah Samuel - clarinet
Rosette Sunga - clarinet
Nathan Forshen - alto sax
Zach Grenig - alto sax
Jakob Morse - trumpet

Part 4
Damien Burgos - bass clar
Keoni Dean - bass clar
Garrett Mandujan - tenor sax
Jayden Funes - bari sax
Michael Rivera - trombone
Lauren Santino - trombone
Marcus Rowe - euphonium
Ralph Solorio - euphonium
Bradley Stires - tuba
Arturo Zaragoza - tuba
Rustee Allen - st bass
Sammi Bautista - st bass

Percussion
Hunter Campbell
David Morones
Robert McCarl
Chava Novoa
Matt Kulm

Quintet

Part 1
Aolani Sanchez - flute
Jazlyn Salgado - flute
Aalliiee Costa - clarinet
Ryan Clanton - clarinet

Part 2
Victor Lozano - flute
Adrianna Quinones - flute
Reyn Sunga - flute
Justine Louie - clarinet
Shane Gardner - clarinet
Andrea Rivera - clarinet

Part 3
Zephaniah Samuel - clarinet
Rosette Sunga - clarinet
Nathan Forshen - alto sax
Zach Grenig - alto sax
Jakob Morse - trumpet

Part 4
Raquel Reginato - clarinet
Damien Burgos - bass clar
Keoni Dean - bass clar
Garrett Mandujan - tenor sax
Michael Rivera - trombone
Marcus Rowe - euphonium

Part 5
Jayden Funes - bari sax
Lauren Santino - trombone
Ralph Solorio - euphonium
Bradley Stires - tuba
Arturo Zaragoza - tuba
Rustee Allen - st bass
Sammi Bautista - st bass

Percussion
Hunter Campbell
David Morones
Robert McCarl
Chava Novoa
Matt Kulm

Sextet

Part 1
Aolani Sanchez - flute
Jazlyn Salgado - flute
Aalliiee Costa - clarinet
Ryan Clanton - clarinet

Part 2
Victor Lozano - flute
Adrianna Quinones - flute
Reyn Sunga - flute
Justine Louie - clarinet
Shane Gardner - clarinet
Andrea Rivera - clarinet

Part 3
Zephaniah Samuel - clarinet
Rosette Sunga - clarinet
Nathan Forshen - alto sax
Zach Grenig - alto sax
Jakob Morse - trumpet

Part 4
Raquel Reginato - clarinet
Garrett Mandujan - tenor sax
Michael Rivera - trombone
Marcus Rowe - euphonium

Part 5
Damien Burgos - bass clar
Keoni Dean - bass clar
Jayden Funes - bari sax
Lauren Santino - trombone
Ralph Solorio - euphonium

Part 6
Bradley Stires - tuba
Arturo Zaragoza - tuba
Rustee Allen - st bass
Sammi Bautista - st bass

Percussion
Hunter Campbell
David Morones
Robert McCarl
Chava Novoa
Matt Kulm



Flute
Victor Lozano
Adrianna Quinones
Aolani Sanchez
Reyn Sunga
Jazlynn Salgado

Clarinet
Aalliiee Costa
Ryan Clanton
Justine Louie
Shane Gardner
Raquel Reginato
Andrea Rivera
Zephaniah Samuel
Rosette Sunga

Bass Clarinets
Damien Burgos
Keoni Dean

Alto Sax
Nathan Forshen
Zachary Grenig

Tenor Sax
Garrett Mandujan

Bari Sax
Jayden Funes

Trumpet
Jakob Morse

Trombone
Michael Rivera
Lauren Santino

Euphonium
Marcus Rowe
Ralph Solorio

Tuba
Bradley Stires
Arturo Zaragoza

String Bass
Rustee Allen
Sam Bautista

Percussion
Hunter Campbell
David Morones
Robert McCarl
Chava Novoa
Matt Kulm

Delta College Symphonic Band

MJ Wamhoff – Symphonic Band, Applied  
Trombone, Euphonium

Brian Kendrick – Jazz Ensemble, Applied  
Percussion

Bruce Southard – Choirs, Mariachi, Applied Voice

Aaron Garner – Music Theory, Piano, Jazz  
Improvisation

Travis Silvers – Guitar Ensemble, Applied Guitar

Angelica Nuby – Class Piano, Woodwind  
Ensemble, Applied Flute

Myriam Cottin-Rack – String Ensemble, Applied 
Violin

Arthur Holton – Applied Clarinet

Cathy Ettle – Applied Saxophone

George Brahler – Applied Trumpet

Brian Schlegel – Applied Toba

David Wells – Applied Bassoon

Matt Baer – Choir Accompanist, Applied Piano

Chad Somers – Applied Voice

Thomas Derthick – Applied String Bass

Delta College Faculty
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Copyright	©	2022	MJ	Wamhoff	All	Rights	Reserved	-	Made	in	the	USA

PART	ONE:
Flute

PART	ONE:
Oboe

PART	ONE:
Clarinet/Trumpet

PART	TWO:
Flute

PART	TWO:
Clarinet/Trumpet

PART	TWO:
Alto	Saxophone

PART	THREE:
Flute

PART	THREE:
Clarinet/Trumpet

PART	THREE:
Alto	Saxophone

PART	FOUR:
Clarinet/Trumpet

PART	FOUR:
Alto	Saxophone

PART	FOUR:
Horn	in	F

PART	FIVE:
Tenor	Sax/Euph.	TC

PART	FIVE:
Bassoon

PART	FIVE:
Trombone/Euphonium

PART	SIX:
Euphonium/Trombone/Bassoon

PART	SIX:
Bass	Clarinet/Euph	TC

PART	SIX:
Baritone	Saxophone

PART	SIX:
Tuba

PART	SIX:
Double	Bass

Timpani

Percussion:
Snare	Drum,	Bass	Drum

Percussion:
	Chiimes,	Crash	Cymbal
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Allerseelen	Op.	10	No.	8
Richard	Straus

Arr.		MJ	Wamhoff
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PART	ONE:
Flute

PART	ONE:
Oboe

PART	ONE:
Clarinet/Trumpet

PART	TWO:
Flute

PART	TWO:
Clarinet/Trumpet

PART	TWO:
Alto	Saxophone

PART	THREE:
Clarinet/Trumpet

PART	THREE:
Alto	Saxophone

PART	THREE:
Horn	in	F

PART	FOUR:
Tenor	Sax/Euph.	TC

PART	FOUR:
Bassoon

PART	FOUR:
Trombone/Euphonium

PART	FIVE:
Euphonium/Trombone/Bassoon

PART	FIVE:
Bass	Clarinet/Euph	TC

PART	FIVE:
Baritone	Saxophone

PART	FIVE:
Tuba

PART	FIVE:
Double	Bass

Timpani

Percussion	1

Percussion	2

Percussion	3
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Commissioned	by	Michelle	Sorenson	and	the	Lourdes	Academy	Bands	-	March	14,	2018

Ave	Maria

Steve	Martin	(ASCAP)

Arr.		MJ	Wamhoff
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Wind	Chimes
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     Copyright © 2012 Manhattan Beach Music - this Version for Flex Band / Flex Orchestra Copyright © 2020 Manhattan Beach Music
                                                      All Rights Reserved - Printed and engraved in the United States of America                                                       
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FOR FLEX BAND OR FLEX ORCHESTRA FRANK TICHELI
EARTH SONG
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PART	ONE:
Flute

PART	ONE:
Oboe

PART	ONE:
Clarinet/Trumpet

PART	TWO:
Flute

PART	TWO:
Clarinet/Trumpet

PART	TWO:
Alto	Saxophone

PART	THREE:
Clarinet/Trumpet

PART	THREE:
Alto	Saxophone

PART	THREE:
Horn	in	F

PART	FOUR:
Tenor	Saxophone

PART	FOUR:
Horn	in	F

PART	FOUR:
Euphonium

PART	FIVE:
Tenor	Sax/Euph.	TC

PART	FIVE:
Bassoon

PART	FIVE:
Trombone/Euphonium

PART	SIX:
Euphonium/Trombone/Bassoon

PART	SIX:
Bass	Clarinet/Euph	TC

PART	SIX:
Baritone	Saxophone

PART	SIX:
Tuba

PART	SIX:
Double	Bass

Glockenspiel

Marimba

Vibraphone

Percussion:
	Bass	Drum,	Susp.	Cymbal
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Abendlied

Abendlied

Evening	Song
Josef	Rheinberger

Arr.	Shelly	Hansen
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1 	Fl.

1 	Ob.

1 	Cl.Tpt.

2	Fl.

2	Cl./Tpt.

2	Alto	Sax.

3	Cl./Tpt.

3	Alto	Sax.

3	Hn.

4	Ten.	Sax.

4	Hn.

4	Euph.

5	T.	Sx.
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6	Euph.
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6	B.	Sx.

6	Tba.

6	Db.
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Vib.

Tub.	B.

Timp.
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Victor	Ewald

Arr.		MJ	Wamhoff

Quintet	No.	1 	in	B-Flat	Minor,	Op.	5	-	I	(c.	1 890)
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Full	Score
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Flute/Oboe

PART	ONE:

Bb	Clarinet/Trumpet

PART	TWO:

Flute

PART	TWO:

Bb	Clarinet/Trumpet

PART	TWO:	

Alto	Saxophone

PART	THREE:

Bb	Clarinet/Trumpet

PART	THREE:

Alto	Saxophone

PART	THREE:

Horn	in	F

PART	FOUR:
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PART	FOUR:
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PART	FOUR:
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PART	FIVE:
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PART	FIVE:

Baritone	Saxophone

PART	FIVE:

Tuba

PART	FIVE:

Double	Bass

PART	ONE:

Xylophone

PART	TWO:

Marimba

PART	THREE:

Marimba

PART	FOUR:

Marimba

PART	FIVE:

Marimba
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Victor	Ewald

Arr.	MJ	Wamhoff

For	San	Joaquin	Delta	College	Symphonic	Band

Quintet	No.	1 	in	B-Flat	Minor,	Op.	5	-	I	
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PART	TWO:

Flute
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PART	THREE:
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*Although no piccolo part is included in this flex score,
  the piccolo part from the original version may be used 
  to good effect, and is provided with this flex set.
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*Although no piccolo part is included in this flex score,
  the piccolo part from the original version may be used 
  to good effect, and is provided with this flex set.
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