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Musical Unity and Social Harmony:
Cultivating Positive Ensemble Identity 
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Music and Social Identity

Our students join or become 
members of our classes

We are vital to the culture of our 
schools

Music classes are mixed age and  
have multi-year memberships 

The act of making music 

& a sense of “we”

What can we do?
• Generate a shared mission 
• Engage students in leadership 
• Connection to school culture 
• Welcome new members 
• Peer Coaching 
• Make each group/ensemble feel 

unique 

• Sociomusical hierarchy 
• Unity not authoritarianism 
• Some may not speak out. 

Words of Caution



References 
Abril, C. (2013). A view of school band from the perspective of hardcore band kids. In P. S. Campbell & 

T. Wiggins (Eds.), Oxford handbook of children’s musical cultures (pp. 434-448). Oxford 
University Press.  

Adderley, C., Kennedy, M., & Berz, W. (2003). ‘A home away from home’: The world of the high school 
music classroom. Journal of Research in Music Education, 51(3), 190-205. https://doi.org/
10.2307/3345373 

Fredrickson, W. E. (1997). Social influence and effects on student perception and participation in music. 
Update: Applications of Research in Music Education, 15(2), 29-32. https://doi.org/
10.1177/875512339701500207 

Hogg, M. A. (2005). The social identity perspective. In S. A. Wheelan (Ed.), The handbook of group 
research and practice (pp. 133-158). SAGE Publications. https://doi.org/10.4135/9781412990165 

Major, M. L. (2017). Building identity in collegiate midlevel choral ensembles: The director’s  
perspective. Journal of Research in Music Education, 64(4), 435-453. https://doi.org/
10.1177/0022429416672891 

Major, M. L., & Dakon, J. M. (2016). Singer perceptions of collegiate mid-level choral experiences: A 
descriptive study. Journal of Research in Music Education, 64(1), 108-127. https://doi.org/
10.1177/0022429416639232 

Marra, C. M. (2019). The relationship between large ensemble participation and the social identity of 
high-performing secondary band, orchestra, and choir students (Unpublished doctoral 
dissertation). University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. 

Morrison, S. J. (2001). The school ensemble: A culture of our own. Music Educators Journal, 88(2), 
24-28. https://doi.org/10.2307/3399738 

Parker, E. A. C. (2009). Understanding the process of social identity development in adolescent high 
school choral singers: A grounded theory (Doctoral dissertation). Retrieved from  ProQuest 
Dissertations & Theses Global. (Order No. 3350454).  

Parker, E. C. (2010). Exploring student experiences of belonging within an urban high school choral 
ensemble: An action research study. Music Education Research, 12(4), 339-352.  https://doi.org/
10.1080/14613808.2010.519379 

Parker, E. C. (2011). Uncovering adolescent choral singers’ philosophical beliefs about music-making: A 
qualitative inquiry. International Journal of Music Education, 29(4), 305-317. https://doi.org/
10.1177/0255761411421092 

Parker, E. C. (2014). The process of social identity development in adolescent high school choral  singers: 
A grounded theory. Journal of Research in Music Education, 62(1), 18-32. https://doi.org/
10.1177/0022429413520009 

Parker, E. C. (2016). The experience of creating community: An intrinsic case study of four  
midwestern public school choral teachers. Journal of Research in Music  Education, 64(2), 
220-237. https://doi.org/10.1177/0022429416648292  

Parker, E. C. (2018). A grounded theory of adolescent high school women’s choir singers’ process of 
social identity development. Journal of Research in Music Education, 65(4), 439-460. https://
doi.org/10.1177/0022429417743478 

Tajfel, H., & Turner, J. C. (1979). An integrative theory of intergroup conflict. In W. G. Austin & S. 
Worchel (Eds.), The social psychology of intergroup relations (pp. 33–47). Brooks/Cole. 

Turner, J. C. (2007). Self-categorization theory. In R. F. Baumeister & K. D. Vohs (Eds.),  Encyclopedia of 
social psychology (pp. 793-794). SAGE Publications. 


